BOOK PRIZE SHINES LIGHT ON HIGHLAND LITERATURE
New UK book prize will recognise and reward great literature from the Highlands.
A new book prize, established this year, will celebrate the finest work that recognises the rich
culture, heritage and landscape of the Highlands. The Highland Book Prize aims to showcase the
literary talent of the region and to raise the profile of work created in or about the Highlands.
Presented by the Highland Society of London, The Highland Book Prize will be facilitated by Moniack
Mhor Creative Writing Centre and Ullapool Book Festival, where the winner of the inaugural prize
will be announced in May 2018. The winning entry will receive a cash prize of £1000 and a place on a
writing retreat at Moniack Mhor.
Moniack Mhor Centre Director Rachel Humphries said:“This is an invaluable opportunity to recognise and showcase the breadth of talent in the Highlands.
The north of Scotland provides a rich resource from which to draw inspiration, not only from the
landscape but from the culture and heritage and I look forward to seeing this celebrated in the
submissions for the prize.”
The prize will be awarded for the best work published by a UK based publisher in 2017, with a
longlist announced in December 2017. Although the work will be submitted by publishers, the
organisers hope to engage the public through social and traditional media during the selection
process. The judging panel will announce the shortlist in April 2018.
Duncan Byatt, president of the Highland Society of London added:"I am delighted that the Highland Society of London is collaborating with Moniack Mhor and the
Ullapool Book Festival to launch The Highland Book Prize. This continues the Society's long and
successful work to promote and support the traditions and culture of the Highlands of Scotland. In
working with two such preeminent organisations based locally, we hope that this annual Prize will
raise the awareness and enjoyment of literature written in and about the Highlands."
By working with local independent bookshops, we hope to bring the longlisted titles to as wide a
readership as possible. The prize will also create opportunities for the authors to engage in literary
activity such as readings, signings and delivering workshops.
The winner of the prize will be announced at the Ullapool Book Festival in May 2018. Joan Michael,
Chair of the Book Festival committee commented:“We are delighted to see a new book prize with the Highlands at its centre. Ullapool Book Festival is
very excited to be hosting the presentation of the Highland Book Prize as one of the sessions at our
2018 festival on the weekend of 11 to 13 May.”

For further information please contact Richmond Clements or Eilidh Smith on 01463 741 675 or
email info@highlandbookprize.org.uk or visit www.highlandbookprize.org.uk

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS
Entries will open on Monday September 4, 2017 and close at 5pm on Friday October 27, 2017. The
longlist will be announced on December 12, 2017, with the shortlist announced on Friday April 9,
2018. The winner will be announced on Friday May 11, 2018 at Ullapool Book Festival.
To be eligible, titles must promote or concern itself with Highland culture, heritage or landscape or
have a significant amount of activity set in the Highlands or the author(s) must have been born in the
Highlands or the author(s) must have lived in the Highlands for no less than 12 months preceding the
publication date or the author(s) must have lived in the Highlands for a period of 6 years or more.
Only UK based publishers can submit eligible titles. Prize organisers can call in any titles which they
wish to consider for the prize.
For full terms and conditions and details on how to submit work for the prize, visit
www.highlandbookprize.org.uk/apply
Moniack Mhor is a residential writing centre fourteen miles from Inverness. As well as five-day
residential writing courses, the centre runs one off events, day courses and works in partnership
with other organisations to help people to enjoy creative writing in all its forms.
www.moniackmhor.org.uk
The Highland Society of London is a charity, which exists to promote and support the traditions and
culture of the Highlands of Scotland, whilst maintaining a Membership of individuals to support the
Society’s activities.
http://highlandsocietyoflondon.org/index.php
The first Ullapool Book Festival was held in May 2005. It was founded by a group of literary
enthusiasts in Ullapool Entertainments, the local voluntary arts organisation founded in 1982.
http://www.ullapoolbookfestival.co.uk/index.htm

